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OZGURLUK MU COVID Mi?

COVID-19'un denizcilige ve sigortaci-
liga olumsuz etkileri hakkinda yeteri kadar
makaleler yazildi ve soylesiler yapildi,
Deniz sigortalar1 konusunda piyasa lideri
durumunda olan bir sirketimiz bu konuda
sanal seminerler ve sdylesiler yayinlaya-
rak sektorde bir ilke imzasim atti.

Gegen ay yazdigim makalelerimde
Covid-19’un ABD’de silah satiglarin-
da tavan yapmasinin ABD ic¢in olum-
suz sonuglar yaratacagim bahsettigimde
baz1 okuyucular “Aret ¢ok karamsar degil
misin?” diye yorumda bulunmustu.Bir
diger makalemde, daha da ileri giderek,
yine aynt COVID-19’un Yakin Cag kapa-
tip Dijital Cag diye yeni bir ¢ag acacagini
iddia etmeye kadar gotiirmiistim isi.

Sizlerin de bildigi gibi son 30 yil-
dir ABD’de ikamet etmekteyim. Igim ve
dahi hislerim nedeni ile her ne kadar
da yasamimin ¢ogunu Tirkiye’de gegir-
mekte isem de resmi ikametgdhim New
Jersey, ABD. Dolayis ile pandeminin tam
da merkezinde bulunmaktayim. Bu sal-
gin baglamadan kisa bir siire once de
Istanbul’dan ABD’ye ugmustum, salgin
nedeniyle uguslar iptal edilince burada
tikall kaldim. Bircogunuzun yaptif1 gibi
isleri sanal ortamda, konferans telefonlar
ile ve e-mail, whats app gibi haberlesme
teknikleri ile yiirlitmeye calisiyoruz ve
inanin iyi veya kot herkes evinde oturup
bu sanal ortamdan ig idare etmeye alis-
t1 gibi. Bu hantalliga ahisanlar karantina
donemi bittiginde gtinlik hayatin gerek-
tirdigi dinamizme geri donebilecekler mi
pek emin degilim. Su anda bile zaten is
seyahatleri eski iz ile geri dénecek mi,
donecek ise ucaklardaki oturma diizeni
nasil olacak, genis ugaklarda orta blok kal-
kacak mu, koltuklar arasi mesafeler bugiin-
kii sosyal mesafeler ile orantili m1 olacak,
is toplantilari Microsoft Team, Webinar,
Zoom gibi sanal ortamlarda yapilmaya
devam m edecek, goz goze bakarak top-
lantilar tarihe mi karigacak tartigmalar
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baslamig durumda. ABD’de birgok biiyiik
sirket is seyahatlerini yil sonuna kadar
iptal etmis durumdalar.

Tiirkiye’deki  basindan ve TV
Programlarindan takip edebildigim kada-
riyla ABD’nin bu viriise cok kotii yaka-
landi@1, pandemi krizini son derece kétii
yonettigi, insanlarin asu1 pahali tedavi
maliyetleri ile basa ¢ikamadigi ve bu yiiz-
den tedavi goremedigi, New York sokak-
larimin cesetlerden gecilmedigi gibi kor-
kung manzaralar ile karsilagtiimda acaba
ben farkli bir {ilkede mi yasiyorum diye
tereddiitte diigmedim desem yalan olur,
Tiim diinya ve tabii ki ABD bu viriise kotu
yakalandi diger bir deyisle gafil avlandi.
Bu bize sadece iginde yasadigimiz diinya-
nmn ne denli aciz oldugunu kanitlamakla
kalmad: 100 Yil énce diinyay! sarsan ve
diinya genelinde 50

Milyon, ABD ¢zelinde de 675,000
kiginin 6liimiine neden olan Ispanyol gribi
pandemisinde alinan tedbirleri aynen tek-
rar giindeme getirdi. Aradan yiiz y1l geg-
misti ama diinyamn elinde hiyle bir pan-
demi tekrar yasandiginda kullanabilecegi
yeni bir teknik veya dnlem yoktu. Sosyal
mesafeyi korumak, elleri sikca yikamak,
maske ve eldiven takmak ve en énemlisi
evden ¢ikmamak gibi yiiz yil 6nce uygu-
lanan tedbirler yine aynen glindemdeydi.
Iste burada Amerikalilar ile diger diinya
vatandaslar arasindaki farkl diinya gori-
sii ve hayat felsefesi sonucu etkilemekte
cok dnemli bir rol oynadi. Daha ileri git-
meden dikkatlerinizi ABD Anayasasimn
ayrilmaz bir parcast olan ve 27 madde-
den olugan Amerikan Haklar Bildirgesine
“BILL OF RIGHTS” a ¢ekmek istiyorum.
Bu Bildirgenin 10 Maddelik bolumu 15
Aralik 1791 tarihinde

ABD Kongresi tarafindan onaylana-
rak Anayasanin mitemmim ctizii hali-
ne gelmistir. Konumuzla dogrudan ilgili
oldugu icin ve bu bildirgenin 1,2,3 ve 10
Maddelerini burada tekrarlamak istiyo-

rum,

Madde 1: Kongre din kurumlarna
saygl gostermeyen, dinin serbestce uygu-
lanmasim engelleyen veya ifade eden,
kisilerin soz ve basm hirriyetini ortadan
kaldiran veya barisgl bir sekilde toplanti
yapma hakkin ve sikdyetlerin diizeltilme-
si igin hiikiimete dilekce verme hakkini
engelleyen higbir kanunu ¢ikaramaz.

Madde 2: Iyi techiz edilmis bir ordu
Ozglir bir devletin giivenligi icin 6nem-
lidir; ancak, halkm silah bulundurma ve
tasima haklk ihlal edilemez,

Madde 3: Baris zamanmda sahibi-
nin olwu olmadan, savas zamaninda ise
kanunla belirlenen gercevenin diginda hig-
bir asker herhangi bir meskene yerlesti-
rilemez.

Madde 10: Anayasa tarafindan
Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’ne devredil-
meyen veya Eyaletlere devri yasaklan-
mayan erkler, Eyaletlere veya halka aittir.

Simdi, Amerika Birlesik
Devletleri’ndeki Korona Virtisii salgimi ile
miicadele konusunda Amerikan Federal
Hikiimetini veya Eyalet Valilerini veya
Sehir Belediye Bagkanlarim elestirirken
veya silah magazalarimin tiim gerekli
olmayan isyerleri kapali iken hastane,
gida marketleri ve eczaneler ile birlik-
te acik kalmalarina bir anlam veremez-
ken Anayasa’nin Haklar Bildirgesi’ne bir
goz atin. New York Valisi parklan iki
hafta 6ncesine kadar kapatamadi giinkii
Anayasa’'min insanlara tamdify serbest-
ce dolasma, toplanma, sikdyetlerini dile
getirme haklarinm kisitlayamazdi ancak
o parklar acik kaldig: siirece tiim ikazla-
ra ragmen genclerin parklarda basketbol
oynamaya devam etmeleri ve buna benzer
bircok hareketlerin devanu New York’un
viriis salgminda ve 6li sayisinda bagi ¢ek-
mesinde bir rolii olmus olabilir mi?

Unutmayin bugiinitibariile (26 Nisan,
2020) New York’ta vaka sayis1 292,000
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FREEDOM OR COVID?

Enough number of articles have been
written and interviews have been done
about the negative effects of Covid-19
on maritime and insurance sectors. One
of our companies which is the leader of
the market in the field of marine insur-
ance, has brought something new in the
sector by making on line seminars and
interviews,

Last month in the articles that I have
written, when I mentioned that the ceiling
in arms sales in the USA caused by Covid-
19 would have negative consequences for
the USA and some readers responded like,
“*Aret, aren’t you so pessimistic?”

In another article of mine, I went even
further and I claimed that the same Covid-
19 would close the Modern Age and open
anew age called the Digital Age. As you
know, I have been living in the USA for
the last 30 years. Even though I always
wanted to spend most of my time in
Turkey because of my job and my feel-
ings, my official place of residence is New
Jersey, USA. Therefore, I am at the center
of the pandemic. I flew from Istanbul to
USA shortly before this pandemic started,
I was stuck here when the flights were
cancelled due to the pandemic. As most of
you do, we are trying to run the business
in a virtual environment, with conference
phones and communication techniques
such as e-mail, whats app and believe
me everyone seems (o be used to sitting
at home and running business from this
virtual environment. I am not sure that
those who got used to this laziness will be
able to turn back to the dynamism which is
required by daily life when the quarantine
period is over. Even now some discus-
sions has started if business travels will
return with its old intensity or not, will the
middle seats of the aircrafts be removed,
will the distance between the seats be pro-
portional to today’s social distance rules,
is it going to continue that doing business

meetings in virtual environments such as
Microsoft Team, Webinar, Zoom and will
the face to face meetings become history?

Many major companies in the U.S
have canceled their business travels by
end of the year. As far as I can keep fol-
lowing from the TV shows and the press
in Turkey, they show USA like it was
catched by the viris very badly, USA
authorities extremely mismanaged the
pandemic, people in USA can not even
be treated because of the expensiveness of
the treatment costs and New York streets
are full of dead bodies. T should confess
that when I faced all those I hesitated if
that is the country I live in.

Yes the whole world and of course
USA have been catched by the viriis very
badly. Not only this did prove to us how
impotent the world we live in, it also
brought the measures which was taken
against Spanish pandemic, which shook
the World 100 years ago by causing the
death of 100 million people worldwide
and 675.000 people just in the USA. A
hundred years had passed but there was
no new technique or precaution that the
world could use when such a pandemic
occured again. The measures which was
implemented one hundred years ago such
as not leaving home, washing hands fre-
quently, wearing masks and gloves were
remained on the agenda.

Here, the different worldview and
philosophy of life between Americans
and other countries’ citizens of the world
played a crucial role in influencing the
results, Before T go any further, I would
like to draw you attention to the American
Bill of Rights which is an integral part of
the US Constitution and consists of 27
articles.

The 10 articles section of this
Declaration was approved by the US con-
gress on 15 December 1791 and became
the essential part of the Constitution. I

would like to repeat Amendments 1, 2,
3 and 10 of this declaration here, as it is
directly related to our subject.

Amendment 1: Congress shall make
no law respecting an establishment of reli-
gion or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of, or abridging the freedom of speech
or of the press, or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble and to petition the
government for a redress of grievances.

Amendment 2: A well-regulated
Militia being necessary to the security of a
free State, the right of the people to keep
and bear Arms shall not be infringed.

Amendment 3: No soldier shall, in
time of peace, be quartered in any house
without the consent of the owner, nor in
time of war but in a manner to be pre-
scribed by law.

Amendment 10: The powers not
delegated to the United States by the
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the
states, are reserved to the states respec-
tively, or to the people,

Now, when criticizing the American
Federal Government or State Governors
or City Mayors in combating with the
Corona Virus Epidemic in the USA
because while all the non-essential shops
and workplaces are closed, the arm shops
are open together with the supermar-
kets, hospitals and pharmacies, please
take a look at the Bill of Rights of the
Constitution. ..

The Governor of New York could
not close the parks until two weeks ago
because he could not restrict the people’s
right which is given by the Constitution,
to freely move, gather, express their com-
plaints. However, as long as the parks
remain open, young people continue to
play basketball in the parks and many
other activities continue, Could it have
played a role in the epidemic and the num-
ber of deaths?

Remember, as of today (April 26th,
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ve ¢li sayist 17,303. Tim Amerika
genelinde vaka sayis1 1,000,000 ve 6lii
sayist 56,521. New Jersey Eyalet Valisi
silah magazalarim gerekli bir is kolu
gormeyip kapatti. Adam1 vatandaslarin
anayasal haklarnini cignedigi gerekgesi
ile Yiice Divan’a vermeye kalktilar,
bir hafta sonra magazalar agildi.i. Bazi
eyaletlerde Valiler sokaga ¢ikma yasagi
koymaya kalktilar halk ayakland: vila-
yeti basti. Hatirlatmak isterim ABD’nin
higbir eyaletinde Federal Hiikiimet veya
Eyalet Hiikiimetleri tarafindan soka-
ga ckma yasagl uygulanmad: ancak
evinizde oturun diye tavsiyelerde ve
telkinlerde bulunuldu. Her bir eyalet
kendi hudutlar iginde isyerlerini kapat-
ma karar alabilirken yine ekonomi-
yi acmak konusunda kendileri karar
vermektedirler. Ug Eyalet (Arizona,
Georgia ve Alaska) giivvn itibari ile
berberler dahil is yerlerinin agilmasina
izin vermis durumda. Federal Hikiimet
her ne kadar da bir an énce ekonominin
acilmasina taraftar ise de bu konuda
Haklar Beyannamesinin 10. Maddesi
uyarinca eyaletlere karisamamaktadir.

Anlatmak istedigim béyle capra-
sik bir sistemle yonetilmeye caligilan
bir iilkede COVID-19 pandemisi ile
gerektigi gibi miicadele ediliyor mu
edilmiyor mu diye rakamlara bakip tele-
vizyonlarda ahkam kesmek i¢in &nce
ABD sapkasimi givip, bir ABD’li gibi
diistinmek zorundasiniz.

13 Ingiliz Kolonisinin 4 Temmuz
1776 tarihinde bagimsizhiklarim ilan
etmesiyle kurulan bu ilke, 1775- 1783
yillan arasinda Ingilizlere karsi ver-
mis oldugu Bagimsizhik Savasi (War
of Independence) ve 1861-1865 yil-
lar1 arasi kendi aralarinda yarattiklan
Kuzey/Giiney Savasi’ndan (Civil War)
baska kendi topraklarinda savas gérme-
di. Simdi goriinmeyen bir diisman olan
COVID-19 ile nasil miicadele edecegini
bir tiirlt kestiremedigi gibi kisisel hiirri-
yetler mi kisisel saglik mi1 ikileminin de
icinde karar vermekte zorlanmaktadur.

Tiim bunlara ragmen ABD’de aslin-
da carpik olan saglik sistemi salginin
ilk giinlerinde Federal Hiikiimetin aldig
tedbirler ile diizeltilmis, virlise yakala-
nan hastalarin fakir veya zengin olma-
larina bakilmaksizin higbir ticret 6den-
meden tedavileri gerceklestirilmektedir.

Virilise yakalanan insanlarin §liimle
sonuglanma ortalamalart da giin itibari
ile diinya standartlarinin altindadur.

9 Mayis, 2020 itibari ile:

Diinyada viriise yakalanan insanla-
rin sayist: 4,006,000

Oliim sayist: 280,000

Oran: 7%

ABD’de viriise yakalanan insan
sayist: 1,350,000

Oliim sayisi: 79,773

Oran: 5.9%

Rakamlar bu sekilde konusuyor iken
herkesin icinde gizli bir korku her an
igin mevcut, bu viriis bazi bilim adamla-
rimn tahminden &teye gidemedigi zirve
yapma ve sonra diiglise gegme varsayimla-
r1 dogrultusunda gelismez ve salgin halini
bir miiddet daha siirdiirse viriisiin verdigi

zararlar kalici sosyal ve psikolojik travma-
lara yol agar m1? Satin alinan o silahlar ve
cephaneler psikolojik ¢okiintiiye terciiman
olmaya kalkarlar mi? Seyahat sektori ve
is diinyas! aldig: telafi edilemeyecek dar-
beler sonucu eski giiciinii koruyabilecek
mi ve eski dinamik ve hareketli giinlerine
geri donebilecek mi , ticarette dostluklarin,
duygusal iliskilerin ¢nemi hi¢ mi kalma-
vacak, yoksa bu virlis mutasyona ugrayip
yeni bastan geri gelecek tiim bu kaygilar
sil bagtan mu olacak? Gibi sorular agik agik
tartigilmaz ise de insan zihnini kurcalama-
ya baslamis durumda ve ilging olam hig
birinin cevabinin olmamas:. ®
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2020), the number of cases in New York
is 292,000 and the number of deaths is
17,303. The number of cases across the
entire USA is 1.000.000 and the number
of deaths is 56,521. New Jersey State
Governor has shut down weapons stores
which he did not find necessary. Then
people tried to sue him at the supreme
court by the reason that their rights has
been violated by him, and a week later
stores were opened again. In some states
governors attempted to impose curfew
and the people revolted and raided the
Governor’s Office. I would like to remind
you that no curfew was imposed by nei-
ther the Federal Government nor the State

Governments in any US states, but advices
and suggestions were made to make the
Americans stay vhome.

While each state can decide to close
its businesses within its own borders, they
decide again to open the economy. Three
states (Arizona, Georgia and Alaska)
have allowed workplaces to open, includ-
ing hairdressers. Although the Federal
Government is in favor of the opening of
the economy as soon as possible, it can
not be involved in the states in accordance
with the Amendement 10 of theDecla-
ration of Rights. What I am trying to
explain is, in a country that is trying to be
managed with such an intricate system, to

understand if the Covid-19 pandemic
is being dealt properly, you need to
think as if you are an American citizen
before you judge from TV. This country
which was founded by declaring their
independence of 13 British Colonies
on July 4th, 1776, have never seen any
battle on their own lands except the War
of Independence which they fought
against United Kingdom between the
years 1775 — 1783 and the Civil War
between 1861 and 1865 which they
fought against each other.

Now USA is not able to predict how
to fight against this invisible enemy,
Covid-19, and it has a hard time decid-
ing personal liberty or personal health
dilemma. By the measures taken by the
Federal Government in the first days of
the epidemic in the health system which
was actually distorted in the USA; the
patients who have been infected are
treated without paying any fee, regard-
less of whether they are poor or rich.
The average deaths of infected people
with the virus is below world standards
by the date. As of May 9, 2020:

Number of people infected with
the virus in the world: 4,006,000

Number of deaths: 280,000

Rate: %7

Number of people infected with
the virus in the USA: 1,350,000

Number of deaths: 79,773

Rate: %5.9

While the figures speak like this, there
is a hidden fear in everyone at all the time,
if this virus does not proceed to peak and
then go down in line with the theories of
some scientists which are not beyond the
assumptions and the epidemic continues
for a while; will the damages of the virus
cause permanent social and psychological
traumas? Do those weapons and ammunition
purchased by the people become the expres-
sions of psychological breakdown?

Wwill the travel industry and the busi-
ness world be able to maintain their former
strength and return to their dynamic and
active days as a result of the irreparable
blows they recieve, will the friendships and
emotional relationships in the trade be no
longer important or will the viriis be mutated
and come back then all these concerns come
back?

Even though such questions are not open-
ly discussed, the human mind has begun to
tamper with it, and the interesting thing is
that no one has the answers... B
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